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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . S This communication is responsive to 4/1/05 (RCE) and Amndt filed 5/26/05 . 
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3. 13 The drawings filed on 1 1/6/1+ Replacement Sheets filed 3/26/5 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application Is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 4/1/05 
has been entered. 

Response to Amendment 

After-Final Amendment filed 3/1/05 has been entered following and in view of 
said Request for Continued Examination and forms the basis of this office action. 
Subsequent Amendment filed 5/26/05 has also been entered and forms the basis for 
this office action. 

Furthermore, an additional amendment to the claims filed 5/26/05 as preliminary 
amendment has been entered and forms the ultimate basis of this office action. In said 
additional or preliminary amendment amended claims 8 (independent claim) and 6 and 
added new claim 10. Because claims 1-3, 7 and 9 have been cancelled claims 4-6, 8 
and 10 are in the application. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 



Application/Control Number: 09/926,454 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2826 

by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Attorney J. Haydoutova (Reg. No.: 43,313) on June 6, 2005. 

START OF EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

In Claim 10, the wording "wherein said closed ring-shaped metal film is 
connected to a gate electrode pad comprising a metal film provided within said 
protective diode formed by said closed ring-shaped p-type and n-type layers, with partial 
striding over said protective diode" has been replaced by: "wherein said closed ring- 
shaped metal film comprises a connection to a gate electrode pad, said connection 
partially striding over said protective diode". 

END OF EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 
Claims 4-6, 8 and 10 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 8. 4. 5 
and 6 are allowed because, strictly within the context of claim 8 as newly presented, 
although Williams et al (6,268,242) as cited is closely related art, Williams et al do not 
teach the limitation in independent claim 8 that said ring-shaped metal film is a gate 
wiring which has gate connecting portions so as to connect to gate electrodes of said 
transistor cells with partial striding over said protective diode with said gate connecting 
and source connecting portions "are contacted with said innermost layer are alternately 
formed In plan view" as shown as gate connecting and source connecting portions 2a 
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and 3a (Figure 4 and par. [0051] of the specification). Neither do Yamamoto et a! 
(JP410144938A) (previously cited) nor Frisina (5,886,381). Furthermore, within the 
context of independent claim 10 neither Williams et al, nor Yamamoto et al nor Frisina 
as cited disclose the limitation "wherein said closed ring-shaped metal film comprises a 
connection to a gate electrode pad, said connection partially striding over said 
protective diode" as recited in lines 13-15 (final three lines) of claim 10 (cf. Figure 1(b) 
and par [0039] of the specification). 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Johannes P. Mondt whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1919. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 18:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on 571-272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JPM 

June 6, 2005 



